Approved For Release

. Tl e
[ WSS 4 M
) ’

O( /4 6 3-295 B ER 9-4140

7 June 1957
Lox b
Co g RQ({ fo/“”‘

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

|

1
SUBJECT: Briefing Notes on the Problem of Relations : !
- ~with Congressional Committees e

PROBLEM

To what degree should CIA deal directly with Congressional
committses, apart frewa the nermal requirements for  legislative pro-
posals and amnual budget presentation? _

DISCUSSION

This problem has been brought into focus recently by a series
of statements in the Congress which appeared to leave considerable
doubt as to the quality of intelligence reporting and estimating. Examples

are - wllgr oL

a. Somewhat equivocal statements by the Secretary of State ml
during the Middle East Resolutien bearings to the gemeral effect that the Loilone,
United States was taken completely by surprise in the events of last Fall
in Egypt (TAB A).

b. Statements by Jamie Whitten, member of the House Appro-
priatiens Committee, to the general effect that intelligence concerning |
Soviet Russia is weak, and complaining that the Defense Subcommittee ‘
always receives intelligence reports second or third-hand from military
people, and {s never permitted to hear directly from the CIA. These !
statements have appeared in printed committee transcripts, committee !
reports, and the Congressional Record. (

¢. Considerable discussion in printed transcripts and in the i
Congressional Record on the subject of the revised estimate of Soviet :
heavy bomber production, accompanied by references to the effect that :
the Congress voted an additional $900, 000, 000 to the Air Force last !
year on the basis of the previous estimate, which has since been reduced. ,’
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4. 'ldh-h‘ statemaent by Cengressman Sikes, member of
~~.m Commitiee, e.thc"loorolthum..

"1 am disturbed about the cost of the CIA. we spend /51

[ on this organisation,

almest 20 screening or control from the Congress.
;‘:t.h itself is sa invitation to excessive spending and

to empire building. I seriously question that it is urnhlq -

_— mﬂ Congressman Albert Themas, member of the
ul;:m Cb:naiuu. in a printed transeript, referring to

8- Statements in a recent report of the European Subcommittee
of the House Foreign Affairs criticiaing intelligence on both the Hungarian

and Sues Crises, and concluding that the failure of the United States to

have a plan of &ction in the Hungarian crisis indicated either o serious

weakness in our intelligence service or a serious misapplication by the
Policy makers of the facts reported.
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of Foreign Aflairs, There may be other requests for appenrences

by Foreign Aifatrs (o. g. the Zahlocki Subcommities on the Fermosa
situstion), and we may be requested te appear before a subcommities of
House Goverament Cperations, which has been assigned ‘jurisdiction’

over CIA by the full committes.

Arxrmaed Services and Appropristiens Subcommitices?
b. Sbmnnmwbhvcumhbrcoﬂnr
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